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by the name of Bibeau to the contrary, the men were
not "good only for fighting, canoeing and smoking like
the Indians/5 nor the women good only for "chattering,
singing, hopping about like little Perrette with the pot
of milk, or indulging in less innocent pranks." The
Canadian women! They would not have been women
if they had not had a taste for finery; and on this topic
priests and bishops had ample material from which to
frame their sermons. They were coquettish, submit-
ting without protest to the whims of fashion dictated,
then as now, by Paris. But they were well brought up,
"true French women in their education and man-
ners/'13 "The women of Canada/3 the intendant
Hocquart noted, "are intelligent, which gives them
superiority over the men in all walks of life. The
country people never undertake nor conclude any
matter of importance without the advice and approba-
tion of their wives. The wives of many of the business-
men manage their husbands' affairs for them; they are
hardly, or not at all, distracted by gambling and other
amusements.5'14 In place of a dowry they brought to
their husbands "plenty of intelligence, affection, charm,
and great fruitfulness." Often, too, they had good
singing voices and a natural taste for dancing.

All these people, in the city as well as the country,
comprised a society inferior to none; "a select world/'
said Charlevoix speaking of Quebec in 1720, "where
nothing is lacking to make up an agreeable society."
There was driving in caLeches or canoeing in the sum-
mertime; sleigh riding in the snow, skating on the ice,

13  Charlevoix.
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